
 

Framework for Learning:     Comparing Large Numbers 
 
Leader’s Name: …………………………………. 
 
Co-Leader’s Name: ……………………………...                                               Instructor’s Initials: ……. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Getting Started: 
Go to the computer with your partner 
 
Log into UMathX  
In the Content Menu, follow the path below: 
Whole Numbers and Integers > 
Section 1: The Meaning of Whole Numbers > 
Comparing Large Numbers > 
Example 1 
  
With your partner, complete the question below as you work through the first example on the computer.  
 

                 We need to compare ________ and ________. 
Line up the last digit of each number.  Now compare the digits from left to right until they are different. 
Put a circle around the digits that are different. 
 

________  ________  ________ 
 

________  ________  ________ 
9  ______  2 

319  _____  312 
________’s dragster is faster than _______’s dragster. 

 
 
Working At It: 
With your partner, work through Examples 2 - 4 on the computer using Cuisenaire Rods to represent the 
numbers. This will help you to “see” the number. 

Whites represent ones Reds represent tens Light Green represents hundreds 
Cuisenaire Rods: 

Purples represent thousands  Yellows represent ten thousands  
Dark greens represent hundred thousands 
Example:  312 would look like this!    ____________  ________   ____ 
           ____________                     ____ 
           ____________ 
 
 



Build It. Draw It. Talk It. Write It. Now you OWN It! 

            www.UMathX.com 

Talk with your partner about which rods you need to use to represent the numbers you are comparing in 
Example 4. Draw a Cuisenaire Rod picture in the space below which represents these two numbers. 
Explain how you know your picture is correct.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Reflect And Connect: 
 
With your partner make two sets of number cards from 1 to 9. Make a greater than and less than symbol 
too. Each of you select up to six cards to make the largest numbers you can. Represent the numbers 
using Cuisenaire Rods and then compare your numbers using the correct symbol. Talk about your work 
to make sure you agree. Do this several times. Pick one of your examples to show on the back of this 
paper. THEN… pick another manipulative you think would work to show the same numbers and use 
words, pictures and symbols to tell how it represents the numbers correctly. 
 


